
Save the date for OPARC’s 4th Annual Turkey Bowl
C H A L L E N G E

November 4, 2017  •  Noon - 4 pm
Chapparal Lanes  •  San Dimas

HOW DO YOU PARTICIPATE?

For more information, contact: James Dow (909) 985-3116 x111 or jdow@oparc.org 

START A  TEAM BE CREATIVE HAVE FUN

Assemble a team of 4-6 bowlers made 
up of family, friends, and coworkers

Come up with your team name 
and show off your team spirit

Put on your bowling shoes and 
enjoy a good time!

Like us on Facebook to get event updates!
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SUMMER 2017

9029 Vernon Ave
Montclair, CA 91763

www.oparc.org

James Pike, Chairman – Grace Lutheran Church

Sue Ovitt, Vice-Chair – Chaffey Joint Union High School
District Governing Board

Nancy DeDiemar, Treasurer – Retired Business Owner

Anne Dutrey, Secretary – Retired

Frederick (Rick) Meier, Immediate Past Chair – Retired
California Highway Patrol

OPARC Board of Directors
OFFICERS

Meet Daniel, a participant at OPARC for nine years.

As a high school graduate, Daniel started in the Work Activity 
Program, then moved into Supported Employment. He credits 
his case manager, Madelon, for helping him get into Supported 
Employment and learn the skills he needed to become 
employable and hold a good job.

Daniel currently works in the dish room at Pomona College and 
really loves his job. He appreciates the flexibility to work day or 
night, is very excited about the job itself, and loves interacting 
with the staff on campus.

He also really loves OPARC and is passionate about how OPARC 
has helped him and others find work and build skills. He loves 
to brainstorm new ideas and identify new work opportunities 
for himself and other OPARC participants. Daniel is definitely a 
team player and loves being part of the OPARC team. He even 
inspires and motivates his friends at OPARC!

He said, “I like to challenge anyone at OPARC to get into 
Supported Employment - at least try it!”

Outside of OPARC, Daniel is married to his wife of 10 years. They 
live independently, and Daniel is able to walk to work. In his 
spare time, he enjoys word search puzzles and watching movies.

Daniel looks forward to the future. When asked about his dream 
job, he said it would be working at the USC college cafeteria 
and dish room. In addition, he said he would love to see OPARC 
offer classes in Horticulture, pottery and cooking. We like how 
he thinks! Keep aiming high, Daniel!

Daniel, Loves OPARC, Loves His Job

Kamalesh Banerjee – Retired Director of Engineering, IBM 
James Daniels – Retired Community Development Director 
Paul Eaton – Mayor of Montclair 
Susan Grainger – Vavrinek, Trine, Day & Co. LLP 
Sean Henry – Rowland Water District 
Janine Houk – Chaffey Joint Union High School District 
Daniele LeCesne – University of California, Riverside 
Steve Lambert – Business Owner 
Alexis Minter – Business owner 
Janet Pasker – Retired Southern California Edison 
Gail Tangeman – Retired, Assistant Superintendent of Education Services, 

Alta Loma School District
Kurt Weinmeister – San Dimas Community Hospital

MEMBERS AT LARGE

INSPIRATION
The Face of

Daniel, employed and living independently.



Sue Ovitt has been a Board Member for OPARC since 2013. She 
is currently the Board Vice Chair and serves on the Executive 
Committee. In addition, she has been a contributing member of the 
Development Committee.

Sue has been interested in helping adults with disabilities since she 
was in college earning her sociology degree. This interest compelled 
her to get involved with OPARC.

Sue and her husband, Gary, once had the honor of bringing Mary 
Boyd, one of the founders of OPARC, to an event. Mary’s passion, 
particularly when talking about the needs that still exist for helping 
adults with disabilities transition to life after high school, was 
impressed upon Sue, further fueling Sue’s desire to help.

Over her time at OPARC, Sue has seen growth and impact in 
empowering adults and helping them find jobs. As an experienced 
marketing professional, she has provided valuable insight and 
direction into OAPRC’s development activities and remains involved 
in special events.

Sue credits Andrea, OPARC’s CEO, with helping the organization 
make great strides in helping more adults with disabilities find jobs. 
Sue is excited to see Andrea’s passion about OPARC, its mission and 
its future.

As an OPARC supporter and donor, Sue said she especially enjoys 
Inspire magazine and reading about all the great ways OPARC is 
making a difference in the lives of so many adults.

Thank you for all you do for OPARC, Sue! Your dedication to the 
organization is invaluable.

We hope the stories in this issue inspire 
you like they do us. You will read about 
some of the people who make OPARC 
great, including participant Daniel who is 
employed and living independently, as well 
as board member Sue Ovitt, and longtime 
supporters  Robert and Jill Elliot.

I also want to extend our regrets for 
cancelling the 2017 OPARC Walk & Roll. This 
is certainly not something we wanted to do; 
however, circumstances beyond our control 
forced us to cancel the event this year. 

Our most heartfelt appreciation to everyone 
who stepped up to volunteer, donate goods 
and services or financially sponsor the Walk 
& Roll this year and over the past three years. 

We look forward to seeing you at our other 
events this year, the Mardi Gras Jazz & 
Comedy Evening on Saturday, September 
30 and our 4th Annual Turkey Bowl on 
Saturday, November 4. Please join us as a 
sponsor or attendee at these events this 
year. Your support is appreciated!

From all of us at OPARC: the leadership, the 
board, the employees, and most of all the 
participants, thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

Andrea Erickson
Chief Executive Officer
aerickson@oparc.org

A Message from our 
Chief Executive Officer

Sue Ovitt, Board Member

Boarding �me

Destination

Boarding Confirmation

From 6 pm to 11 pm

 

Help OPARC Soar

To the Flight Coordinator 
(909) 985-3116 x111

jdow@oparc.org
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Sue and her husband, Gary

Jill and Robert Elliot, An OPARC Legacy
Jill and Robert Elliot have been long-time supporters of 
OPARC. So much so you could say that OPARC is in Jill’s 
blood. It is—in fact, Jill’s mother, Sally Keechler, is one of 
the organization’s founders.

Jill has always been inspired by her mother. She said 
she is still realizing the gravity of what her mom, Sally, 
accomplished and the dedication it took for her to create 
this movement to help children with disabilities and pave 
the way for OPARC.

Jill’s brother, Jack, had Down syndrome and a heart 
condition. She recalls that Jack was only the second child 
to have open heart surgery at Stanford University hospital. 
Although he passed away, Jill knows that he contributed 
to the medical field learning more about children’s heart 
surgery.

Jack sparked Jill’s interest in becoming a nurse and specializing 
in cardiac care. During her professional career as a cardiac care 
nurse, she had the honor of helping to open the first intensive 
care unit at Queen of the Valley Hospital in West Covina. She was 
also part of opening the coronary unit at San Antonio Hospital in 
Upland. 

Jill credits her husband, Robert, for supporting her passion for 
OPARC and ensuring that programs and support continue to exist 
for adults with disabilities.

Jill and Robert retired in Bend, Oregon, and although they no 
longer live in the area, they continue to support OPARC. Jill 
feels great comfort knowing that OPARC is continuing the work 
her mom started so many years ago. She thinks one of the 
most important things OAPRC does for adults with disabilities 
is in helping them realize they are important to others and to 
themselves. 

In her words, “OPARC is a community 
of love and support.”
Thank you, Jill and Robert, you are truly an inspiration to all of us.

Jack and Jill

Jill and Robert

With the help of committed supporters like Sue, the Elliots, and you, OPARC 

can continue our work to support, employ, and transform the lives of people 

with disabilities. Visit www.oparc.org or call us at (909) 985-3116  to learn more!

Provide for your loved ones and the causes you care most about while avoiding unnecessary taxes.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY
Consider leaving your assets to fund a charitable gift annuity that will benefit a friend or family 

member with lifetime fixed payments. A gift annuity is easier and less expensive to establish 
and administer than some other options and may be funded with a much lower amount.

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
If you are 70½ or older, you can make a gift of up to $100,000 from your IRA this year to help 

our cause. Regardless of your income level, making direct charitable gifts from your IRA is one 
of the best ways to give to us, and it is simple to do! Gifts from your IRA are not reportable as 

taxable income and, therefore, are not included in your adjusted gross income.

CHARITABLE BEQUEST
If you plan to include charitable gifts in your estate plans, consider naming OPARC as the 

beneficiary of your assets while leaving cash and other investments to your heirs. Why? 
Charities are tax exempt and, unlike your heirs, will not pay taxes on IRAs and other  

retirement plans. Then leave assets like your home or stocks to your heirs to sell  
with little or no tax due so they can make use of their full inheritance.

Discuss with your advisor, or contact Jeanne Flint at 
(949) 400-9885 or jflint@oparc.org for more information.  
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Support OPARC with Planned Giving


